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Ozone Chabre Open


Laragne (France)

Date: 





Team Name: 
6 June 2008 – 13 June 2008

Jolly Rodgers (Tri Service)

Team Members: 

Lt Cdr Rory Lynch (Navy/Captain)

Maj Jerry Thwaites (Army)

FS Sean Simmons (RAF)

Sqn Ldr (Retd) Paul Mahoney
Mr Gavin Foster (Guide)

After a long winter lay off, I was contacted by Lt Cdr Rory Lynch and asked if I would like to compete in the Ozone Chabre Open in June as part of a Joint Service team. Not knowing much about the event, I quickly surfed around the internet to find details and was somewhat excited by what I found. I have been flying paragliders for around 15 years and thought it was high time that I started competing at a higher level than previously so I decided to take up the challenge. 

The competition is very much an international team event with competitors attending from all over Europe. Tasks are generally set each day over the 6 day event and comprise of cross country flying with a race to designated goal through a number of turn points. The tasks are scored on distance and time using GPS which is a mandated requirement for the competition.
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The competition was set in beautiful Laragne - Provence (South Eastern France) and has some of the most spectacular scenery in Europe. The area is famous for its outdoor pursuits which include rock climbing, white water kayaking, parachuting, sailplanes and much more…

We all arrived on Fri 6 June and headed for registration. We were given a short brief and told to be ready for an early start in the morning. 
Day 1 (Saturday 7th June)
Saturday came which was meant to be a practice day but unfortunately even in Southern France it can and indeed did rain. Our team decided to have a site visit to St Vincent Les Forts as the conditions can often be ‘flyable’ there. Again as we arrived we were greeted with a downpour from the weather Gods. 

Day 2 (Sunday 8th June)
Sunday was originally designated as a task day although again the weather didn’t play ball and most ended with a short flight to the bottom landing field in Laragne. 
Day 3 (Monday 9 June)
Fortunately the weather Gods were looking down on us for Monday as the forecast looked good. We were told at the morning brief that we would be flying from the Chabre ridge which sits about 4400ft above sea level. The task was set as a race to goal to Laragne through three turn points, a total of 29km. Which if you bear in mind that a paraglider has no engine and relies on thermals and your skill was to be no mean feat. The whole team managed to get airborne with some starting early and some starting late. I managed to get airborne fairly quickly and was at cloud base (2000ft above take off) within 15 minutes. 
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The first turn point was a fast glide away which I managed still at cloud base. 
I proceeded on to the second topping up my height as I crossed the valley, some 5000ft below me. 
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As I approached the second turn point the weather was somewhat deteriorating with storms building to the east (the direction I was heading!!!). I quickly pressed on to turn point 3 after again climbing out over turn point 2. This would surly set me up nicely for the goal field. Unfortunately for me as I was about 3km away from the final turn point and a certain glide to goal, the news came over the radio that the task has been stopped due to the weather I had seen rapidly getting worse. (The right decision given the conditions). As the weather was still some distance away from me I decided to fly back to the house where we were staying as I had been told that there was a nice place to land just behind the house. After about another 15 mins, I made it back to the house and was rewarded with a nice cold beer on the patio. It must have been that the others had seen me land and thought it a good idea as I was closely followed by Rory and Jerry. I think they both must have seen my drinking the cold beer on the patio. Gavin, and Paul managed to make the goal field but unfortunately the task had been scrubbed somewhat prior to that.
Day 4 (Tuesday 10 June)

Again the day looked good with possible storms forecast for the afternoon. Another ‘brief’ and a drive to the Chabre ridge was on the cards. We were all briefed the task which was a race to goal. 
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I took off and headed down the ridge. We had to fly about 3km to the first turn point before turning for the next point which was about 8 km down wind. The thermals (warm rising air/lift) were very strong and quite rough round the edges. I remember hearing those words, try and stay in the middle to avoid the really rough air. Very difficult to do when you are trying to fly with another thirty gliders. Some above, some below, some to the left and some to the right, what a nightmare. I was within ½ km of the second turn point when again the message came over the radio that the task had been scrubbed due to storms. Rory and Jerry landed soon after me with again Gavin and Rory making the goal field.
Day 4 (Wednesday 11 June)

Wednesday saw the best forecast so far with a very high cloud base anticipated. The field was divided between the two Chabre take offs due to the number of pilots all crammed in to the top take off. I launched quite late on in the field due to uncontrolled queuing system and very quickly found myself heading down towards the ground. I did manage to mind some small pockets of lift although the bottom landing field clearly had my name on it and I was duly rewarded with a very fast landing after only 10 minutes of ‘boating’ around. 
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Thankfully the day was saved by the others with Gavin making fourth in goal closely followed by Paul. Rory managed to ‘bad’ the first turn-point before heading back to the landing field. Jerry did somewhat better and managed to get quite some distance down the course.
Day 4 (Thursday 12 - Friday - 13 June)

Unfortunately the next two days were pretty uneventful with regards to the competition although the team did manage to ‘free’ fly at a site further North. Here we all managed to have two hours of gentle flying around the mountains before contemplating the long journey home.
The competition was an outstanding success and enabled me as the RAF contingent to spread the news of RAF paragliding. There were many occasions where I was asked about flying paragliders within the RAF. The Joint Service team was eventually placed a very respectable 6th out of 33 teams. We are already looking at competing again next year.
……………………………………………………………………………….

Paragliding is an exhilarating sport and is one of the few sports where men and women can compete on equal terms. 

The Joint Services association organizes an annual paragliding competition in SE Wales each year which is open to all military personnel both service and reserve. If you are already qualified you may want to ‘give it a go’.
In addition there are currently two centers within the military established to provide both Hang Gliding and Paragliding training. Both are detailed below.
JSHPA - Crickhowel – Wales 94354 3245

ATC Wertak – Dreu Muhlen – Germany – 00498365703572
If you want to find out more information about the RAFHPA please visit:

www.rafhpa.com
