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RAF Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association
IX(B) Sqn

RAF Marham

King’s Lynn

Norfolk

PE33 9NP

Mil Net: 95951-3068

Tel: 01760 337261 Ext 3068

Email: secretary@rafhpa.com

	See Distribution
	23 Jul 08


MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE MEETING OF THE RAF HANG GLIDING AND PARAGLIDING ASSOCIATION HELD ON 18 JUL 08 AT 1000 HRS AT RAF LYNEHAM

	Present
	Wg Cdr M Cooper

Sqn Ldr M Tandy

Fg Off G Blackley

Fg Off J Brown

CT M Brown
	FDTCC

RAF Benson

RAF Lyneham

RAF Marham

RAF Brize Norton
	Chairman

Communications Member

Competitions Member Secretary

Equipment Member

	Apologies
	Air Cdre Cobelli

Sqn Ldr P Carrier

Fg Off S MacDonald

FS T Preece 

FS S Simmons

Sgt J Hollidge

Sgt N Potts
	President

MOD Abbey Wood

RAF Lyneham

Wattisham

RAF Northolt

RAF St Athan

RAF Cosford
	Treasurer 

Expeditions Member 

Squad Development

Paragliding Member

Entertainments Member

Hang Gliding Member


	Item

(a)
	Discussion and Decisions

(b)
	Action

(c)

	 1.  Introduction
	1. The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed everybody present.


	

	 2.  Minutes of Previous Meeting
	1. The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as a true and accurate record.
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3.  Matters Arising from the Previous Minutes
	1. The deadline had passed for registration to the British Clubs’ Challenge.  At the time of the deadline, the RAFHPA did not register as the PG member was nominated for an out of area detachment.

2. It was decided not to pursue elite sportsman’s status from the RAF Sports’ Board for Sgt Potts.  Although he is performing well in national competitions he was unlikely to qualify for elite status.

3. The tandem weekend was successful for HG with 8 DCAE students flown, but the weather was not suitable for PG.  Further weekends will be planned in due course.

4. The social weekend did not go ahead due to a lack of flying opportunities because of poor weather.  The social weekend will be planned for another time in the future.

5. Two training weekends have taken place this year.  The Squad Development Member is due to go on an out of area detachment soon.  Planning for the next set of training weekends will start when he returns.


	HG & PG Members

Entertainments Member

Squad Development Member

	4.  Individual Members’ Reports
	1. The PG Member could not attend the meeting and sent his apologies.  He had nothing to report.

2. The HG Member could not attend the meeting and sent his apologies.  See Enclosure 1 for his report.

3. The Communications Member discussed advertisement for forthcoming events.  It was decided that the Competitions Member would arrange for the Inter-Services’ Paragliding Championships and forthcoming Bavaria Exped to be advertised through the media of SROs and scrolling news at all RAF stations.  Following that, a general advert for the RAFHPA would be distributed through the same media 3 times per year.  The Chairman will send the Competitions Member a form of words for the Exped and the Communications Member will send a form of words for the general RAFHPA advertisement.

4. The RAFHPA website was discussed.  All members present agreed that the website was excellent but that it was not immediately obvious that some of the boxes could be scrolled.  It could also be made clearer to RAF personnel who do not currently hold a HG or PG qualification how they could go about receiving such a qualification.  A scrolling news bar should also be added to emphasise forthcoming events.  The Communications Member will edit the website accordingly.

5. To further publicise the forthcoming events, the Communications’ Member will contact RAF Active Magazine and the Sports Editor of RAF News prior to the events.

6. It was decided that the RAFHPA’s constitution should be changed so that there are 2 types of membership: flying membership and training membership.  Flying membership is for individuals who already hold the club pilot qualification.  Training membership will be for those who have started training for their elementary or club pilot or who plan to do so.  This will ensure that personnel can be kept up to date with what is going on within the RAFHPA, ready for when they complete their club pilot course.  The Chairman will change the constitution; the Communications’ Member will ensure that the website and correspondence to potential members reflect this change.  All training members will be strongly encouraged to subscribe to the Yahoo Group.

7. The Equipment Member’s report is at Enclosure 2.


	Chairman, Communications Member, Competitions Member

Communications Member
Communications Member

Chairman,

Communications Member

	5.  Treasurer’s Report
	1. The Treasurer could not attend the meeting and sent his apologies.  See Enclosure 3 for his report.


	

	6.  Exped/Tandem Course
	1. The dates, previously agreed, for the Exped were not suitable for the centre at Wertach.  The Chairman stated that the new dates for the Exped will be 13 –23 Oct 08.  These dates will coincide with the paragliding symposium at Wertach.

2. Whilst on the Exped, RAFHPA members will attend relevant parts of the symposium but will always be bound by its programme.  The PG Member will provide tandem pilot instruction to those who have the relevant experience and wish to gain this rating.

3. The Exped will have space for 10 personnel.  The Expeditions’ Member will continue the planning in conjunction with the Chairman.


	Expeditions Member,

Chairman

	7.  Champs
	1. The administration order for the Inter-Services Paragliding Championships has been released.  The Competitions Member has ensured that there are enough computers available for the event.  The Competitions Member will liase with the Treasurer to ensure that the trophies are available for the event.

2. The Competitions Member is currently trying to seek guest speakers for the event.  He has asked that if any RAFHPA member knows of anybody that would be suitable to speak at the event to contact him.  The Competitions’ Member is organising drivers for the event but has asked all members to let him know if they have personnel at their units that could drive at the event.  He has also asked any personnel with a satellite navigation system to bring it along to assist with retrieves. 

3. The Competitions Member will liase with OC JSHPC with reference to accident reporting.  It was suggested that all pilots set their radios to a common frequency for the competition for safety reasons.  The Competitions Member will liase with individual team captains with respect to this.

4. It was suggested that a Civil Service team could be entered in the competition.  Whilst this team could not win the overall event, it was agreed that the team could take part.

5. It was discussed at some length which scoring system and software should be used for the event.  The Communications’ Member will discuss this with individual team captains before the event.  He will also ensure adequate mappage is available for the event.

6. The Equipment Member will contact all personnel who have equipment loaned to see if they can attend the event.


	Competitions Member

All

Competitions Member

Communications Member

Equipment Member

	8.  XC League
	1. The Competitions Member has suggested that an XC league could be included on the RAFHPA website.  Any members who fly an XC should report this to the Competitions Member who will in turn pass it on to the Communications Member for publishing.  The league will be reset at the start of each year.


	

	9.  Flight Safety
	1. Nothing to report.


	

	10.  Any Other Business
	1. Nil


	

	11. Arrangements for Next Meeting.
	1. The next meeting will be the AGM and will take place at the Interservices’ Paragliding Championships.  The time and date will be confirmed at the event.


	Secretary






[Original signed]

J R E BROWN

Fg Off

Sec

95951-3068

Enclosures:

1. 
HG Member’s Report

2.
Equipment Member’s Report

3.
Treasurer’s Report

Distribution

RAFHPA Committee Members*
Copy to:

OIC JSHPC*

RAF Sports’ Board*

All RAFHPA Pilots*

File



